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	Required Standards

and General Notes:
	Applicable MSDS sheets readily available 

	Required Personal 

Protective Equipment:
	N/A


	Tools and Equipment:
	Capsaicin-based bear deterrent spray (e.g.”Counter Assault" or Universal Defense Alternative Products (UDAP) Pepper Power) canister with a net weight of AT LEAST 225 grams or 7.9 ounces. 

	Sequence of Job Steps
	Potential Hazards/ Injury sources
	Safe Action or Procedure

	General Use of Chemical Agents for Self Defense

General Use of Chemical Agents for Self Defense

Authority for carrying/use of oleoresin capsicum (OC) aerosol subject restraints for protection from human and/or animal attack.

Avoidance of Animal Attack

Self Defense against animal Attack

Accidental Discharge 
Transport in Aircraft

	General Information

Medical reactions to bear pepper spray

False sense of security

Improper and failed use of product

Pain, severe reaction in sensitive persons, property damage
Accidental Discharge causing vehicle accident

	Employees carrying personally owned cans of bear pepper spray are subject to the same requirements for transportation, use, storage, aftercare, and reporting as employees carrying monument-purchased bear pepper sprays.  

Training must cover two areas; situational awareness of bear biology/habitat and how to transport/use the spray. Techniques for camping and travel in bear country should be taught to minimize the potential for human-bear conflicts. Annual documentation of this training should be filed in the employee's official personnel folder.
Employees who use bear pepper spray on duty shall report details of the incident to their immediate supervisor as soon as practicable following the incident.  Immediate supervisors shall ensure the Superintendent or designee and Zone Safety Officer are advised as soon as practicable.  (Use is defined as: the actual discharge or pointing of bear pepper spray at a human or animal target.)  Details should include: Identity or description of person(s)/animal exposed to bear pepper spray, witnesses, aftercare procedures used, and specific events leading to decision to use the bear pepper spray.
Bear spray should NEVER be used to haze an animal. Bear spray is only meant to be used on threatening, charging, or attacking bears.
For possible deterrents for attacks from bears, products selected for use must follow the IGBC guidelines:  

· Product should be clearly labeled “for deterring attacks by bears”

· Spray concentration of 1.0 to 2.0 % capsaicin and related capsaicinoids.
· Canister shows a net weight of at least 225 grams or 7.9 ounces.
· Should be derived from Oleoresin of Capsicum (OC)
· Spray released in a shotgun-cloud pattern, not a stream.
· Spray should shoot at least 25 feet
· Spray should last at least 6 seconds
· Registered and approved by the EPA

The smaller 4 oz. Counter Assault or the UDAP No. 3 may be considered as possible deterrents for attacks from humans only.  This is not covered by this JHA.
Employees seeking to use bear pepper spray must be in good physical condition and be free from respiratory, cardiac, and other problems that could be aggravated by exposure to bear pepper spray.

Provide Material Safety Data Sheets (MSDS), Hazardous Communication Standard, and appropriate first aid training. Take precautions to not discharge bear pepper spray such that it affects other people unnecessarily (see below). If purchased by the monument, spray should remain secured at the duty station in an appropriate storage container when not in official use.
Employees must guard against having a false sense of security when using bear pepper spray.  If everything goes well and the spray reaches the target, IT MAY OR MAY NOT WORK.  Employees should exercise all other options first.  This would be their LAST COURSE OF ACTION. This product has NOT been proven in all cases to be effective.  IT IS ONLY A DETERRENT, NOT A REPELLENT.  The carrying of bear pepper spray should by no means be a substitute for sound precaution in bear country, including knowledge of sanitation/food handling techniques as well as knowledge of bear behavior.  
Make sure employees are fully trained and very familiar with the mechanics of using bear pepper spray, the spray pattern, how to work with various weather conditions, when and how to spray a threatening bear, etc. Never experiment with a bear pepper spray canister or test actual spray. Cans of Inert spray are available for practice.
Never leave bear pepper spray in direct sunlight or expose it to temperatures above 120 degrees F.  Bear pepper spray left on a dashboard in a closed vehicle has broken the windshield and sprayed the interior and all its contents. Wash hands after handling a bottle of spray, even if it has not been used. In the event of accidental discharge resulting in exposure to skin or eyes, flush with cool water for 15 minutes. If inhaled, move to an area with fresh air; stay calm and quiet. 

Do not use canisters that have been or appear to have been damaged.  Visually check spraying mechanism to ensure it is in usable condition and has not been broken during storage and/or transportation.
It is strongly recommended to transport bear pepper spray outside the passenger compartment, secured from movement, out of direct sunlight, and not exposed to temperatures over 120 degrees Fahrenheit.  Note:  If transported in the trunk, make sure it is on the opposite side from the exhaust pipe.

People wishing to carry bear pepper spray inside the passenger compartment must first obtain the permission of all occupants.  This is especially important in case someone has a respiratory disorder such as asthma.  Bear pepper spray transported inside the passenger compartment must be placed in a protective case or wrapped in several layers of cloth and secured from movement.  The method of transport must contain all atomized mist in case the bear pepper spray is accidentally discharged.  When transported inside the passenger compartment and the shape of the container permits, bear pepper sprays shall be inserted upside down in carry pouches.  This reduces the amount of active ingredient that can be discharged and usually provides better containment in the event of an accidental discharge.  Bear pepper sprays transported in government vehicles must have a safety device (such as the clip that comes on the spray handle) protecting the trigger mechanism from accidental discharge.  Never handle or play with bear pepper spray inside the passenger compartment.  

Stop the vehicle as quickly and safely as possible if bear pepper spray is discharged.
Chemical agents must be transported in container designed and approved by the Federal Aviation Administration for commercial aircraft transportation, or by aircraft owner/operator for specific, mission-related aircraft transportation such as wildland firefighting, search-and-rescue, etc.  There will be no exceptions.
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We, the undersigned supervisor and employees, acknowledge participation in the review of this JHA. We have demonstrated that we understand the provisions of this document.
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